
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

STATE OF HAWAII 
TWENTY-SIXTH LEGISLATURE, 201 1 

1407 H.B.NO ' S.D. H . D . ~  1 

A BILL FOR AN ACT 
RELATING TO ADOPTION RECORDS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ?HAWAII: 

1 SECTION 1. Section 578-15, Hawaii Revised Statutes, is 

2 amended by amending subsection (b) to read as follows: 

3 "(b) Upon the entry of the decree, or upon the later 

4 effective date of the decree, or upon the dismissal or 

5 discontinuance or other final disposition of the petition, the 

6 clerk of the court shall seal all records in the proceedings; 

7 provided that upon the written request of the petitioner or 

8 petitioners, the court may waive the requirement that the 

9 records be sealed[T]; provided further that the natural parent 

10 may place a contact preference into the sealed record at any 

11 time prior to or after the final disposition of the petition. 

12 The seal shall not be broken and the records shall not be 

13 inspected by any person, [ineluding thc  ~ w t i z s  ts t5c 

14 proceedings,] except in the following circumstances: 

15 (1) Upon order of the family court upon a showing of good 

16 cause ; 
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written request for inspection by the adopted 

individual; provided that the family court shall 

provide the adopted individual with a copy of the 

contact Dreference filed in the sealed record at the 

time the reauest for insDection is submitted to the 
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1 [+I (4) Upon request by a natural parent for a copy of 

2 the original birth certificate. 

’ As used in this sub~ection[~l - : LIl-1 3 

4 lfContact preference!! means a notarized written statement 
f 

from a natural parent indicating whether the natural parent 5 

6 accepts or declines personal contact with the adopted individual 

7 when the adopted individual attains the age of eighteen. If the 

8 natural Darent acceDts Dersonal contact, contact information 

9 shall be included in the contact preference and shall be kept 

10 current by the natural parent. 

11 ”Natural parent” means a biological mother or father[, or a 

12 

13 SECTION 2. Statutory material to be repealed is bracketed 

14 and stricken. New statutory material is underscored. 

15 SECTION 3. This Act shall take effect on January 7, 2059. 

16 
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S.D. 1 
H.B. NO. H . D . ~  

R e p o r t  T i t l e :  
Adoption; Records; Proceedings; Contact Preference 

D e s c r i p t i o n  : 
Amends provisions of the code relating to adoption records; 
allows access to adoption records by parties to the proceedings 
upon showing of good cause or upon submission of a written 
request to the Family Court. Allows a natural parent to insert 
a contact preference, indicating whether the natural parent 
accepts or declines personal contact with the adopted 
individual, into the sealed adoption records; defines contact 
preference. Effective January 7 ,  2059. ( S D 1 )  

The summary description of legislation appearing on this page is for informational purposes only and is 
not legislation or evidence of legislative intent. 
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